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Dear Sisters, 
As another school year has closed, the alumnae execs are planning our 97th 
anniversary weekend on October 10, 2015. Once again, I am proud of the 
alumnae, the active chapter and Jim Davis for all that has been accomplished 
in the past year.  This year brought lots of changes since Erin Coe and I are 
the only execs who are on the board from the previous year.  Congrats to 
Ashley Casey, Teri Harbour, and Kayla Mora for being elected to the board 
last Fall. We have spent several hours on conference calls, and exchanging 
multiple emails, to teach the newbies the ropes of being an alumnae exec. 
This year proved to be challenging for us – switching over the bank 
accounts, updating the website and getting the execs familiar with how our 
process works. There is a plethora of ideas, but our main goal right now is to 
keep the active chapter in check with recruitment, and to continue saving 
money for the house next door.  

 
It was a challenging year for the active chapter also, but we seemed to have figured it out, and found a common 
ground. The Spring semester got off to a rough start, with the unexpected deaths of family members of two active 
chapter members. Some offices had to be vacated, and new women elected to fill them.  As a result, we didn’t 
have our annual “Meet the Execs” in February, nor did I take the active chapter composite pictures.  
 
Later in the year, some members of the active chapter organized an unsanctioned tee shirt party, which included 
drinking and shirts with our letters worn by both members of our sorority, and their male guests. Proper protocol 
by the actives was not followed for this function. While it was not an AX sponsored event, the actions of the 
leaders were unacceptable.  
 
There are generally several times during the year when problems need to be resolved.  Typically, the alumnae 
execs work with Jim to solve those issues, and we move on. There was some frustration from the alumnae last 
year regarding the alumnae board’s lack of transparency with regards to active chapter issues. Ultimately, I was 
the one who didn’t feel we needed to air the active chapter’s dirty laundry at our annual meeting. I encourage you 
to email me at csuc2000@gmail.com.  My intention is not to hide information, but rather, not to bother alumnae 
with unnecessary drama.  
 
I see the above event, as I’ve described it, as the only active chapter issue that alumnae may have heard about 
through the grapevine.  We do have issues with people wanting to live out of the house this year.  The alumnae 
execs are going to revise the Bylaws to allow Spring pledges first option to live out of the house, since Fall 
pledges are aware earlier of the requirement to live in the house. If you have other ideas on how to clarify the 
situation, or ideas on what to do when girls want to live out of the house, but are required to live in for that one 
year, please contact me with your ideas.  
 
I appreciate the alumnae that step up to help chaperone functions. Melissa Murray and her husband chaperoned 
formal both semesters, and Melissa Murray and Karin Mullen also chaperoned the Actives vs. Pledges Talent 
Show, which occurred during the Fall semester. Kayla Mora attended the Spring Initiation and a Spring meeting 
to be sure the soon to be new AX Alumnae would be included in our database.   

President’s Report 

Looking forward to seeing you at the  
97th Annual Alumnae Weekend! 

more on 2 
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The actives participated in their usual functions, and we initiated 34 new girls into the sorority this year. A more 
detailed year in review, written by the Active Chapter President from Fall 2014, can be found in this newsletter. 
Our house will have occupants in each bedroom this year.  We are installing several new windows in the house, 
new carpet in the basement, and tile in the laundry room and the adjacent hallway.  
 
Other than that, we are saving money for the house next door project.  The alumnae execs have earmarked 
$10,000 for the first two years to help cover the cost of the lost rent for the house next door, during construction. 
Our goal is to set aside another $15,000. So, we need to try to earn $5K this year. Please pay your dues, and 
donate if you can. 
  
I have chosen a company, Brick Markers for our project.  But, we won’t be taking any orders until after alumnae 
weekend, so that will be counted towards next year’s fundraising efforts. Brick Markers completed a project in 
Folsom that I visited to check out. I spoke to another company, but this product is better.  I have ordered two 
sample tiles. We are going to go with tiles, rather than bricks, because it will be easier to install if we choose to 
run additional fundraisers in the future. We still don’t have prices because we have to hire a contractor for their 
installation. Jim will work on finding one for us this summer. I am hoping to have more info at alumnae 
weekend, or sooner. 
 
Thank you to the alumnae execs (Teri, Ashley, Erin and Kayla) for your diligence this year. As usual, Jim Davis 
puts in countless hours each year to keep the house and sorority going. Thanks Jim, for your dedication year in 
and out.  
 
As always, please contact me with questions, comments, or concerns.  Also, if you plan to run for an office, 
please notify me at csuc2000@gmail.com by October 1.  
 
See you all in a few months! 
Lyndie Aquila 
Alumnae President 
 

President’s Report continued… 
 

I whisper, 
“Thank Heaven” 
to have a sister 

like you… 

A lumnae   Weekend   S i s t e rhood   Ev ent   

Sa turda y ,   Oc tober    10 th ,    20 1 5   6 :00   p.m .      

AX  Basemen t   

$ 15    ( i nc ludes   d inner   and   Bunco)   

P r i ze   dona t ion s    are   we l come   

P lea se   RSVP   to   Kay l a   Mora   by   Oc tober   1 s t   @   
  kaylammora@yahoo.com 
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Greetings, AX sisters! 
 
It’s hard to believe it’s been nearly 8 months since you elected me VP of the Alpha Chi Alumnae Association, 
and we’ll be seeing each other in Chico in just 3 short months!  We’re looking forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at our Annual Alumnae Meeting and post-meeting lunch at the Alpha Chi House on Saturday, 
October 10th.  Whether you attend each and every year, or haven’t been to an Alumnae Weekend in 20 years, 
we’d love to see you this year.  And, if this isn’t the year you can make it, for whatever reason, remember that 
Alpha Chi turns 100 in 2018… just 3 years away!  It will be here before you know it, and we hope to have the 
turn out of the century (pun intended)!  Make note of it on your smartphones, in Outlook, on your calendar – 
whatever you use to make note of, and remember, important upcoming events.  And, please, pass the word 
about this year’s event, and our upcoming centennial to any, and all, Alpha Chi Alumnae that you are in contact 
with. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the small survey we posted on Facebook.  It was 
interesting to read the responses to our various questions, and to learn that we actually have a group of women 
with healthy eating habits.  The salad bar option was the overall “winner,” with the finger foods/hors d’oeuvres 
option coming in a close second.  I guess everyone wants to eat light early in the day, so they have room for 
that once-a-year Bear Burger later on! 
 
As with years past, the Annual Meeting will be held in the basement of the AX house at 10:00 AM on Saturday, 
October 10th (10/10 @ 10). Doors will open at 9:30 AM. We ask that you arrive in time to check in, find a seat, 
and be ready to “come to order” promptly at 10:00.  If you need your morning caffeine, juice, muffin or bagel 
fix, please leave yourself time to stop by your favorite local establishment to grab a to-go cup on your way.  At 
the conclusion of our business meeting, AX Actives and pledges will join us for lunch on the porch/deck.   The 
house will be open for touring, reminiscing over old photos, taking new photos, and re-telling Alpha Chi tales. 
 
In order to keep costs down, we will be preparing our salad bar extravaganza ourselves, rather than bringing in 
a caterer.  And, for those of you who want to save an extra couple dollars, a special pay-early incentive is being 
offered.  Even if you don’t care to take advantage of that option, we ask that EVERYONE RSVP, even if you 
plan to pay at the door, no later than Wednesday, September 30th.  This will allow us to ensure that adequate 
quantities of food are prepared, and to secure tables, chairs, paper goods, etc. in advance.  I will be driving to 
Chico from So Cal early to prep everything for your enjoyment, so please do us the courtesy of an early 
RSVP… don’t pimp your sister! 
 
All that’s left to do now is mark your calendar, check airfares and carpool options, and reserve a room.  Fill out 
the RSVP Form included with this newsletter, write your check (or pay via PayPal) and make your way to 
Chico for a fun-filled weekend of sisterhood, making new memories, and reminiscing about all those wonderful 
times on the AX porch, at The Bear and Thursday Night Socials, and more. 
 
We’re looking forward to seeing you all in October! 
 
Yours in AX, 
Teri (Harbour) O’Keefe (aka Pearl) – S’80 
AX Alumnae Vice President, 2014-15 
 
 

Vice President’s Report 

Sisters in Cabo 2015! It's been 20 
years since we pledged, still 

anchored forever! 
Jenny Brooks 

Jenn Miller Chavez 
Carrie Izant Steffes 
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+ Congratulations to our 
newest Alumni! 
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Hello Beautiful Alpha Chi Sisters!   
It’s that time again as October 10th is right around the corner. This year I regret to say I will not be at the meeting, 
as I will be in a wedding of an old high school friend that same day. I am sad I will have to miss it as we have 
planned a fun Bunco fundraising event to happen after the meeting.  
 
As we’ve mentioned in recent years, our house next door is in need of major repairs. We have a plan to get the 
remodel completed by the 100th, and we will most definitely need your support. We are considering creative 
fundraising ideas. If you have any ideas or want to be on the fundraising committee, please let me know.  
 
If you received a hard copy of this Anchor in your mailbox, you paid your dues!  Thank you! If you received a soft 
copy of this Anchor in your inbox, please, pay your dues. If you’re reading this Anchor because you found it on 
our website, or because a sister shared it with you, that means your contact info is not current in our Alumnae 
Database. Please contact our Membership Chair (Kayla Mora) to update your info and then, please pay your dues! 
     
All of our dues go towards the Alumnae Association which pays for the website, alumnae activities, currently 
trying to save for the restoration of the house next door, and to help the actives when they need it. Each year you 
will see there is very little spent from the alumnae account as we are saving for the new restorations we would like 
to do before the 100th anniversary. If you were not at the last years meeting or if you haven’t read the minutes the 
DUES were voted to be RAISED to $40.      …Continued on next page… 

Greetings, AX sisters! 
 
It’s hard to believe it’s been nearly 8 months since you elected me VP of the Alpha Chi Alumni Association, 
and we’ll be seeing each other in Chico in just 4 short months!  We’re looking forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible at our Annual Alumni Meeting, and post-meeting lunch at the Alpha Chi House on Saturday, 
October 10th.  Whether you attend each and every year, or haven’t been to an Alumni Weekend in 20 years, 
we’d love to see you this year.  And, if this isn’t the year you can make it, for whatever reason, remember that 
Alpha Chi turns 100 in 2018… just 3 years away!  It will be here before you know it and we hope to have the 
turn out of the century (pun intended)!  Make a note of it on your smartphones, in Outlook, on your calendar – 
whatever you use to make note of, and remember, important events coming up.  And, please, pass the word 
about this year’s event, and our upcoming centennial to any and all Alpha Chi Alumni that you are in contact 
with. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the small survey we posted on Facebook.  It was really 
interesting to read the responses to our various questions, and to learn that we actually have a group of women 
with healthy eating habits.  The salad bar option was the overall “winner,” with the finger foods/hors d’oeuvres 
option coming in a close second.  I guess everyone wants to eat light early in the day, so they have room for that 
once-a-year Bear Burger later on! 
 
As with years past, the Annual Meeting will be held in the basement of the AX house at 10:00 AM on Saturday, 
October 10th.   Doors will open at 9:30 AM, and we ask that you arrive in time to check in, find a seat and be 
ready to “come to order” promptly at 10:00.  If you need your morning caffeine, juice, muffin or bagel fix, 
please leave yourself time to stop by your favorite local establishment to grab a to-go cup on your way.  At the 
conclusion of our business meeting, AX Actives and pledges will join us for lunch on the porch/deck.   The 
house will be open for touring, reminiscing over old photos, taking new photos, and re-telling Alpha Chi tales. 
 
In order to keep costs down, we will be preparing our salad bar extravaganza ourselves, rather than bringing in a 
caterer.  And, for those of you who want to save an extra couple dollars, a special pay-early incentive is being 
offered.  Even if you don’t care to take advantage of that option, we ask that EVERYONE RSVP no later than 
Wednesday, September 30th.  This will allow us to ensure that adequate quantities of food are prepared, and to 
secure tables, chairs, paper goods, etc. in advance.  I will be driving to Chico from So Cal early to prep 
everything for your enjoyment, so please do us the courtesy of an early RSVP… don’t pimp your sister! 
 
All that’s left to do now is mark your calendar, and check airfares, carpool options and hotel rates.  Fill out the 
RSVP Form included with this newsletter, write your check (or pay via PayPal) and make your way to Chico 
for a fun-filled weekend of sisterhood, making new memories, and reminiscing about all those wonderful times 
on the AX porch, at The Bear and Thursday Night Socials, and more. 
 
We’re looking forward to seeing you all in October! 
 
Yours in AX, 
Teri (Harbour) O’Keefe (aka Pearl) - Spring 1980 
AX Alumni Vice President, 2014-15 
 

Leonela Hernandez F’10 
Criminal Justice 

Stephanie Arroyo S’11 
Interior Architecture and 

Design 

Katelyn Brown F’11 
Psychology 

Jennifer Castro F’11 
Psychology 

Alex Amaki S’12 
Anthropology 

Annie Dupont S’12 
Recreation and Hospitality 

Cammi Carter F’12 
Communication Design 

Cassie Runyan F’ 12    
Animal Science 

Andrea Rodriquez F’ 13 
Psychology 

Welcome aboard! 

Stacy Lynn Cissney and her 
husband, Joseph, welcomed a 

sweet baby girl! 

AX sisters connect across 
generations and in all aspects of life.  

Julie Moreno Laskin, Rachel Rich 
Meyer and Amber Adge Viduya 

Know of any lost sisters? It’s never too late to 
become alumni! The process is very simple! All 
they need to do is contact the alumni membership 
chair at ax_alumnimembership@yahoo.com. 
Provide the following information: 

• Full Name (Include Maiden) 
• Current Mailing Address	  
• Phone Number	  
• Email Address	  
• Pledge Class	  

Sisters that are in good standing with the sorority 
will be added to the alumni database. All members 
must pay dues in order to attend functions, vote, 
and maintain alumni status. 
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If you are interested I would like to invite you to attend the budget 
and finance meeting which will occur at 5:30pm the Friday before 
the meeting. I would like to bring up the fact that even though we 
have 512 sisters in the database, we received dues from only 69 
sisters last year.   69 x $30 = $2,070. Hmmm…That’s not much of 
deposit.  
 
I would like to say a special thanks to those who gave above and 
beyond their dues last year. I hope you received your blessing in 
return (more on this to follow). But come on, what’s $40 these days 
anyway?  If 100 of us paid our dues, we could deposit $4,000 into 
our account and that is twice as much as last year!  200 dues paying 
sisters means $8,000!   I’m sure you’ve figured it out by now, 
$2,070 simply will not do to keep the ship afloat.  
 
As we’ve mentioned in recent years, our house next door is in need 
of repairs. A Capital Campaign is in order, and Lyndie will be 
discussing more at the meeting about making donations for tiles!  
For those of you who come often, we look forward to seeing you 
again!  And for those of you who haven’t been back in a while (or 
ever, for that matter), whatcha waitin’ for?  An invitation?  THIS is 
your invitation!  We’d LOVE to see you!  And we know that YOU 
would love to see us, our letters, and our big, beautiful yellow 
house!  
 
Paying your dues/making a donation is pretty easy!   You may send 
a check, made payable to the “AX Alumnae Assn” or you may 
remit via PayPal to AX_Alumnaetreasurer@yahoo.com (remember, 
depending upon your method of PayPal payment i.e. credit card, our 
account may be hit with additional fees, so please be sure to gross 
up your payment so that your $40 dues are received by us in full).  
Or, if you’re a last minute attendee to our annual meeting, you may 
pay your dues in person of course! If you pay at the door, bring 
your dues and RSVP form back to Kayla so any updates to your 
information can be reflected in the database. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
Ashley Casey, CPA, F’03  
AX Alumnae Treasurer 

Shout out to our sisters that have  
paid dues every year  

for five years or more! 
• Alicia Gonzales S’05 
• Ashley Casey F’03 
• Becky Lornezo S’04 
• Brianna Bryant Brown S’00 
• Carla Camerotto Roope F’81 
• Carol Jessen Sprecher F’87 
• Chrissy Fullington Jordan F’00 
• Cynthia Denning Rachel F’00 
• Crystal Roberts Bennett S’00 
• Debbie Phillips Garcia S’72 
• Debbie Jones Tarke F’83 
• Ellen Peace F’82 
• Erin Coe S’07 
• Gina McKeever S’99 
• Heather L'Amoreaux S’05 
• Heidi Matejka Tank F’02 
• Holly Dussell Feeney F’73 
• Holly Trentelman Silveira F’03 
• Janelle Leon Weil F’06 
• Jennifer Miller Chavez S’95 
• Jennifer Von der Lieth F’03 
• Jenny Davenport Brooks F’95 
• Jessica Webster Powell S’00 
• Joan Bottum Mora S’82 
• Julie Moreno Laskin F’80 
• Kelley Rothrock Valentine F’82 
• Lashaun Schwenk Byer F’86 
• Lisa Torney Morrill F’88 
• Lyndie Aquila S’97 
• Melissa Duque Murray F’04 
• Nancy Sacks S’68 
• Sandi Harbour Hernandez S’83 
• Sophie Whelan Kirk F’83 
• Stacy Lynn Cissney S’00 
• Teri Habour O’keefe S’80 

 
Thank you ladies for your continuous 

support! 

Sisters getting muddy! 
 

Heidi Matejka Tank and 
Ashley Casey at a recent 

Mud Run 
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During the 2014-2015 school year, the proud Alpha Chi active 
chapter has stayed busy with various P.R. events, socials, and 
sisterhood events. This past year has been one for the books, as our 
sisterhood has flourished and all of the sisters work as a team to 
achieve our goals and maintain the great reputation of Alpha Chi.  

Each fall, the actives participate in Alpha Chi’s philanthropy: The 
American Heart Association. We volunteer, and walk in the ‘Heart 
Walk’ which takes place in Sacramento, CA.  This event is huge 
for us, as it takes quite a bit of organization and planning. All of 
the members love participating in this event, as it provides us with 
valuable volunteer experience, while we bond and help others.  

Throughout the fall we participated in various events. One of our favorites was ‘Bidwell Bark’, an event held by 
the Butte Humane Society. We set up a kids’ face-painting booth, painted all of the little faces, and also played 
with the dogs.  

Likewise, this spring has presented the active chapter with a plethora of volunteer opportunities. The actives had 
a great time volunteering with Blood Source during a campus blood drive. One of our members dressed as the 
blood drop mascot and handed out flyers around campus. Many of us maintained the organization of the event, 
and ensured that donors were comfortable and healthy after their act of kindness.  

The sisterhood events this year have provided our organization with the sense of sisterhood that is necessary. 
We’ve had a clothing swap, an Easter egg hunt/tea party, movie and popcorn night, roller skating, horseshoes at 
Bidwell Park, water-balloon fights… just to name a few! 

Our socials have been fun and continue to encourage the actives to foster relationships on campus. We have 
held socials with Delta Psi Delta, Tau Gamma Theta, Alpha Gamma Rho, and Phi Delta Theta. The themes 
enlisted have been Tacky Tourist, Dress to Impress, Music Genres, Movie Characters, and many more.  

Alpha Chi had a fantastic Senior Farewell where we said goodbye to six seniors: Stephanie Arroyo, Leonela 
Hernandez, Cassie Runyan, Annie DuPont, Cammi Carter, and Andrea Rodriguez. Each of the aforementioned 
women contributed to Alpha Chi, and they will be sorely missed. Good luck to these ladies in their future 
endeavors!  

Needless to say, the Alpha Chi actives have had a fun-filled year, and our sisterhood has grown to be stronger 
than ever. This organization is abundant with women who are 
driven, intelligent, creative, and passionate about everything 
they do. I am confident that our dear sorority is headed into 
another successful year.  

With love in AX and mine, 

Madeline N. Michael 

President, Fall 2015 

 

Active Chapter Update 
Treasurer’s Report 



 

 

 

Katie Ferrera Siegmund S’04 – welcomed her first child, a son, in June! Baby Theo is perfect! 

Cyndi Denning Rachel F’00 – started a new job as the Director of Education Support Services for Innovative Education 
Management 

Nikki Davis Jones S’95 – twins, Declan and Paige, turned 1 in April and she started a new job as an HR Analyst for 
Washington State University! 

Tayler Maia Kersey F’01 – expecting her first child in August! 

Heather L’Amoreaux S’05 – sister got married this year and she was able to surprise one of her pledge sisters in Maui for 
her 30th birthday! 

Karin Mullen F’02 – moved back to Chico to work for Butte County Department of Behavioral Health. I love 
reconnecting with my sisters who live in the area! 

Chrissy Fullington Jordan F’00 – husband got a new job so we relocated back to Southern California and had a baby girl 
in May.  

Gina McKeever Loza S’99 – got married on October 19th, 2014! She married a firefighter who can combat her fear of fire! 

Shelia Crawford S’04 – presented at a career fair for Holly Brown’s school. She enjoyed speaking during the Business 
and Law Panel and spending time with her sister.  

Ashley Casey F’03 – promoted to Audit Manager at her firm. She has been with them for 8 years. Celebrating her 30th 
birthday in St. Thomas Virgin Islands! 

Joan Mora S’82 – my daughter, Kayla Mora, is a teacher! We also got a new kitchen this year! 

Janelle Leon Weil F’06 – expecting her first child, a girl, before alumni weekend! Be on the lookout for a baby to hold! 

Becky Stout Marsolais S’03 – expecting her second child (first girl!) in early October. She may have to miss Alumni 
Weekend, but it will be for a good cause. 

Rachel Rich Meyer S’00 – expecting her first child, a baby girl, in October!

…who’s always 

beside you 

however life 

goes… 

In Memoriam 
 

Let’s Celebrate! 
 

Shannon O’Brien was a pledge sister of mine (Spring 97). We met in 
the dorms as freshmen and joined Alpha Chi together. We were not in 
the same room in the AX house, but were two doors down on the same 
floor. I have fond memories of being a pledge and talking about what 
we thought was coming next. We loved belting our Alanis Morissitte 
and Savage Garden songs in the house. We had a fun time one weekend 
at UC Davis since her brother was in Theta Chi. Although she 
eventually moved to Reno, and then to San Diego, we talked on 
occasion. I am truly saddened by her death last Fall, but am glad to have 
made some memories that will last a lifetime. 

Submitted by Lyndie Aquila S’97 

**We are planning to include this section in future issues, as needed. If you have 
information to contribute please contact the Alumni Secretary or President. ** 
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Platinum 
Julie Moreno Laskin F’80 
Debbie Jones Tarke F’83 

Lyndie Aquila S’97 
Jim Davis 

 
Gold 

Catherine Reinmiller S’95 
Jenny Davenport Brooks F’95 

Carrie  Izant Steffes S’95 
 

 

 

 

Silver 
Brianna Bryant Brown S’00 
Jennifer Miller Chavez S’95 

Joan Bottum Mora S’82 
Lisa Torney Morrill F’88 

Ellen Peace F’82 
Liz Yonge Goodrich F’86 

Melissa Duque Murray F’04 
Teri Harbour O'Keefe S’80 

 
Bronze 

Alicia Gonzales S’05 
Andrea Wong Savage S’01 

Shannon Aleshire Melinauskas S’89 
Sharon Culbertson Andersen S’04 

Cynthia Denning Rachel F’00 

One of our 
newest alum also 

got engaged! 

Congrats to 
Leonela and 

Chandler! 

Sisters supporting sisters at the private 
event celebrating the opening of the  

Red Umbrella in downtown Chico. 

No trip to Chico is complete 
without a stop at The Bear. 

Chrissy Jordan, Valerie Cauhape 
and Cyndi Rachel 

 

Stephanie Lehman S'09 received the ultimate 
birthday present when her college sweetheart 
proposed. The two lovebirds were enjoying a 

sailboat cruise in the San Francisco Bay when he 
asked her to be his wife! 


